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PREFACE

In my undertaking of editing the ancient legislative sources in
Syriac, the document presented here puts a crown on all the sources
edited previously. It is with the deepest of satisfaction that the con-
tinuation of this undertaking is marked by such a progress which
advances scholarship in a very extraordinary way. What emerges
in the Synodicon is, indeed, breathtaking.

What is presented in this volume constitutes the first half of the
document. The edition takes a lead from the original source which
offers a logical suture where it completes the first part and inaugurates
another with an entirely new genre of legislative sources. The edition
of the second part is in preparation and will follow. About its content
the reader will be informed via a general introduction to the Synodicon
in the translation volume.

It is a very pleasant duty to express my deepest gratitude to His
Holiness Patriach Ignatius Yaqob 1II, Patriarch of Antioch and All
the East, at Damascus. In his caring concern for fostering scholarship
he has allowed me to use the collection of manuscripts at the patriar-
chate where the only copy of the Synodicon is found. He also very
kindly has given me the permission to edit it. Gratefully do I think
of all the kindness and warmth which I experienced so frequently in
his patriarchal residence.

I take the opportunity to thank Prof. R. Draguet most heartily
for including the edition of the Synodicon in the CSCO. It has been
a joy to experience so much kindness from him also in connection
with this undertaking. With regard to my fondness and admiration I
can only repeat what I have written in the volume The Hexrapla
and the Syro-Hexapla which 1 dedicated to him on the occasion of
his 75th birthday.

Chicago, October 1973. A. Voosus.
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AN INTRODUCTION TO THE MANUSCRIPT
1. THE MANUSCRIPT

a. Palaeographical features.

The'manuscript bearing the signature Ms. 8/11: helongs to the
collection of manuscripts in the patriarchate of the Syrian Orthodox
Church in Damascus. The codex, measuring 23,5165 c¢m., is
written on soft Oriental paper of yellowish-hrownish coloring.l

The text is arranged on pages not only regularly and with care,
but also reveals good taste in execution on the part of the seribe. Usually
there are 27-28 lines per page, occasionally one line less or more.

The manuscript was arranged so that every quire, in Syriac Farrdsd,
contained 10 folio leaves. They have been marked carefully, indi-
cating attempts to combine the numerical letters with a simple kind
of decorative pattern.

How many quires the manuseript originally contained is impossible
to say since the codex has not survived intact. In the present form
the original codex ends with the kdrrdsa 21 which is not complete 2.

The volume is bound. However the binding is not ancient but modern.

b. The seript.

The script used In the manuscript is serfd but it is a kind which
necessitates some comments.

The sertG used here is very regularly written. It is very attractive
and neat, its character is executed calligraphically. It displays an
artful, professional hand such as was cultivated in the seriptoria in the
Syrian monasteries. Palaeographically its shape is very interesting.
It does not fit in the patterns which we usually encounter in manu-
scripts. Moreover, it is a shape which does not appear in the known
examples of dated manuscripts made available in the albumss. The
examples to be found there do not come even near to this form of the

1 Cf. VooBUs, Syrische Kanonessammlungen I, A, p. 5 ff.
2 See page XII ff.
3 Cf. TISSERANT, Specimina codicum orientalium ; Hatcs, An Album of Duled Syriac

Manuscripts.



X INTRODUCTION TO THE MANUSCRIPT
script 4. Indeed, this is further evidence 'for the (.)lfservation that
for extraordinary literary monuments specially quahfled hands were
used %, )

The physiognomy of this distinet form of the sert@ is marked by
a certain elegance of shape ®. In certain places it manifests a sweep
producing 2 boldly styled form of letters. This is illustrated by the
shape of the letters *alaph, gamal, lamad, mim, §in and taw, depending
on whether these letters occur at the beginning or at the end of the
line, or in the upper line or in the lowest line where space invited
different formations of these letters.

With regard to attempts to produce some ornate characters, some
interesting ligatures help us to complement the observations regarding
the special physiognomy of this ser{d script.

In conclusion, the script is in every respect commensurate with
the execution of a literary monument of extraordinary stature.

c. The colophon.

It must be regarded as good fortune that, in a manuseript which
has been struck by calamities and partly been victimized by them,
destiny has been more lenient regarding the colophon sparing it
from the fate of the rest of the manuscript. Thus, we can rejoice
that these folio-leaves?, with the colophon so close to perdition, have
escaped and that authentic information has come down to us about
the origin of this unique literary monument.

The most important part in the colophon, of course, concerns the
chronological aspect. This is presented in the following statement :
‘This volume which contains the canons of the apostles and of all
the universal synods and the §@’'dlé and (the norms) of the division
of inheritances and the laws of the victorious kings, was completed
on Wednesday on the 5th of ’Iyar, the month of roses, in the year

1515 A.Gr., which is according to the Arabs the year 500’ s. According

4 Among the samples with the serid script from 1193/4 till 1242 A.D. there is not

& single one which would display a certain similarity. Cf. plates CXXXI-CXXXVI
5 Cf. VoOBus, The Hexapla and the Syro-Hezapla, p. 72. .
8 See a facsimile in V66BUS, New I
with facsimile plates.
7 Fol. 194-195.

. . .
v.tm_L;.\c‘ ¥y aain Mad am aha  n e
oashiaa .hahil Adaeaa Ao i ~lSeh wolud o

mportant Manuscript Discoveries. Appendix
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to this datum the codex was brought to its completion on May 5
1204 A.D. The synchronistic datum, however, that this was‘th;
year 500 according to the era of Higra, cannot be correct s, Inx view
of frequent irregu%ariti.es 10 ipn .handling the Islamic era as suppie-
mentary chronological information in the colophons, mistakes are not
surprising. However, this time the error is very great,

Further the colophon tells us about the dignitaries who were in
office at that time when the codex was written : ‘In the days of the
holy fathers and true shepherds Mar Mika’el, patriarch of Antioch
of Syria, Mar Iwannis of Alexandria and all Egypt, and Mar Grigorios,
the holy maphrian of Tagrit, Nineué and Mosul and all the Orient’ 1.,

The patriarch mentioned here is I36° Septana, a nephew of Patriarch
Mika’8] I, from the Monastery of Mar Barsauma, known also in the
history of literature 2. Later he was elevated to the throne of the
patriarche 13, Also the time for this is given 14 — the year 1207 15,
This, however, must be a mistake, since our colophon states that
in May 1204 this Mika’él must have already been in office. His election
must have taken place still earlier, closer to the time of the death
of his great uncle, Patriarch Mika’el Raba in November 1199 A.D.
His was a turbulent time troubled by divisions which caused great
difficulties, and a schism which disrupted ecclesiastical life and work .
He ruled until 1214 when he died.

Kein s hmés o ars e oid paas .l Kl
¢ Mo s hur s dulerd udl oo hara o<iien

9 The year 500 H. would be 1106/7 A.D. Cf. WUSTENFELD-MABLER'SCHE Ver-
gleichungstabellen, p. 11. The copyist has erred here by a full century. Instead of 300 H,
the date should have been 600 H. Cf. op. cit., p. 13 £.

10 Cf. BErNEARD, Chronologie syr. Handschriften, p. 138 ff.

1 lLais ,im isir hasio Kunis Chad< s
~itim sl murar L imoe iamy acdpe Kabhile
iz @iy Kr.io ~uias aianeiy rimo .(.i—g_:o sulane

s dilase .l_s.c\_:m ~ausro

12 He contributed to the genre of ‘eltd, dealing with the feasts in the liturgical year.
He also compsed tiirgamé and an anaphora. Cf. BAUMSTARK, Geschichte syr. Literadur,
p. 302.

18 Cf. LE QuIEN, Oriens christianus 11, col. 1391.

14 Cf. Bibliotheca orient. II, p. 230 ff.

15 (f. BAUMSTARK, Geschichte syr. Literatur, p. 302.

18 Chronicon anonymum, 11, p. 336 ff.; Bar ‘EBRAYA, Chronicon eccl. 11, eol. 603 ft.,
611 ff., 628 ff.
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Mar Iwannis of Alexandria and all Egypt must be Patriarch Johannes
LXXIV 17 of the Jacobite church in Egypt. Some of his activities
have been remembered by the annalistic sources *5.

Mar Grigorios, the maphrian of Tagrit is also a well-known figure 1®.
He was elevated to the episcopacy by Patriarch Mrka’sl Raba 2. He is
known also through his anaphora 2t which was approved by his great
uncle. His occupancy of the see was filled with difficulties and strifes 22
which lasted until his death 2.

Furthermore, the colophon does not neglect a comment about
the writer himself : “The humble Daniel, (only) in name a presbyter,
bar Jausep bar Sargis bar Tima of Bartelli, the blessed town which
is in the land of Nineu@’ 24, On the margin 2 it is written : ‘Accurately
he was of Bét Sahrays’ 26. The term Bartelli has been written over
the original word which seems to have been Sahraye.

The volume was kept as a treasury in the family, as is shown in
the following statement : ‘So it may be used by every one who may
read in it and profit from it; and it may be again for his sons and his
brothers and his relatives; and nobody is permitted to buy it’ 27.

The colophon concludes with a set of customary formulae meant
for the protection of the manuscript 2s.

17 Elected in the year 905 according to the era of martyrs, i.e. 1189 A.D. He died
in 932 according to the same era, i.e. 1216 A.D.

18 Cf. Rexavupor, Historia patr. Alexandrinorum Jacobit., p. 554 ff.

19 Ja‘qob bar Abraham bar ’Eliya of B8t Qandasi near Melitene, another nephew
of Mika’él Raba.

'20 He was consecrated in the year 1189. Cf. Mixa’ir, Chronigue IV, p. 733; Chro-
nicon anonymum 11, p. 318 ff.; 331 ff. Cf. Bar “EBRAYA, Chronicon eccl. I11, col. 377, 379.

21 Ms. Berl. Sach. 196, fol. 16a ff.; of. SacHAU, Verzeichnis syr. Handschriften, p. 470 f.
See also ReExavpor, Liturgiarum Orientalium Collectio 11, p. 455 ff. o .

22 Bar ‘EBRAYA, Chronicon eccl. III, col. 387.

23 He died in the year 1214 A.D.

2 Ae 3y aon waashala (.Am rdvu\_mA Lo va b lv\_m
fus =1 modh io NI ® {5 A wa. i ., va ):\_r_:o KL_S.:

ol ihed oy had { w1\
25 Fol. 194b. Pato o

B in® dus R L2 VO Y »n

27 3 i) , o ! ,

AMaaa Uy l,.!z =\ . N A
28 These are the curses designed o .o\ ,in\a wménla ,;mé \
) ses designed againg

with care and respect when b geinst those who do not handle the manuseript

orrowed or when being copied.
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2. PRESENTATION OF THE CONTENT
a. Arrangement.

Everyone who deals with manuseripts knows how often manu-
scripts which consist of various texts, leave something to he desired
with respect to clarity in the arrangement of all the varegated
materials. Often it is difficult to find one’s way in manuscripts of
composite character due to the lack of care in presenting the content
in a clear and lucid manner.

In this manuscript care for planning shows at very step. The com-
position of texts is arranged with a view to clarity. All texts have
been marked very clearly by heaving space between the different
sources incorporated. Thereby a service was done for easy orientation
regarding all sources in this corpus. In the entire corpus there is
only one section where the scribe has not remained loyal to his pre-
determined principle. This is found in a section ** which brings excerpts
from various sources which have been used to extract rules and
regulations for ecclesiastical practice. This concerns a cycle of texts
mainly taken from the letters of Severus of Antioch. Here no attempt
has been made to mark these sections off so that these portions have
been heaped one upon another. This, however, is the only place where
clarity suffers and as such it is an exception in an otherwise excellent
arrangement.

Besides the space left between the different texts another device
was employed for sake of clarity. The titles of the texts collected here
as well as their conclusions are written in red ink.

b. Marginalia.

A description of the physiognomy of the manuscript must tak‘e
into account also the texts put in the margin. According to their
function the marginalia fall into two categories. . .

The first concerns the motes which facilitate a quick orientation
regarding the vast material embodied in this corpus. This. is done
in several ways. The whole corpus is furnished with informative gotes‘
on the content. In toto this is quite extensive. The ‘current tltl.es‘
placed over the text throughout the codex give a quick orientation

20 Fol. 78b-80a.
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regarding the vast materials collected in the corpus. Further, as
a law-book it also necessitated a different orientation, namely refer-
ences on the subject matter within the sources themselves. Those
written in Syriac are represented by a fine 3 and a rough 3 hand.
Most extensive are those written in Arabic. Canons and regulations
of longer extent 3¢ have been furnished with references by this hand
quite systematically. This is particularly the case with the canons
of the West Syrian synods held under Patriarch Dionysios 3,
Johannan *4, Ignatios %, and Dionysios %. The degree of density of
these references reaches its peak in the lawbook on inheritance 37.
Those written in kardi@ni are more sporadic.

These notes must have had their own history behind them before
they reached the stage which the manuscript unfolds. As they are
by different hands, they must have been developed in different periods.

Discussion of the efforts in the service of orientation and clarity
must also not overlook the numeration of the canons placed in the
margin.

The second category of marginal notes was prompted by the
concern to make the difficult terms and expressions lucid. The dif-
ficult technical terms borrowed as foreign loan words from Greek in
particular necessitated explanatory notes and helpful comments.

When in the Syriac text the Greek term éxaroors occurs in trans-
l.iteration 38 the corresponding comment in the margin explains that
it means ‘one percent’. Or when in another text the term ovAloyioar
occurs by transliteration into Syriac 2%, a note explains what syllog-

ism means. Here and there, similar expressions and terms have explan-
atory notes.

30 8o '%n the restored part of the Testamentum Domini Nostri. The content of these
kmag1 S;CthllS has been made lucid by references to the subject matter. Fol. 1b ff.
or example, the lengthy canons established b ar Jo in y ’
. ; y Mar Johannan of €
been furnished with references by this hand. See fol. 220a ff, of Marde bave

32 For example, the canons of the Synod of Antioch ol. 42a
> f 4 ff.

34 Fol. 124b ff.
3 Fol. 133a ff.
3 Fol. 138a ff.
37 Fol. 141a ff.
38 Fol. 37a.
3 Fol. 77h,

INTRODUCTION TO THE MANCUSCRIPT

c. Pagination.

The pagination of the codex has heen corrected. Originally the
pagination given to the codex was not correct. When I‘completed
my work on the canons I had at my disposal my notes and a transcript
which at that time was not complete. On the basis of these materials
it was not possible to give new pagination. Not having new access
to the manuscript, I had to rely on the pagination as it was given to
the manuscript 4. I have since been able to reexamine the codex and
so to rectify this matter.

3. PRESERVATION

a. On the provenance of the manuscript.

This unique manuscript has been preserved in the treasure-house
of the Monastery of Mar Hananya 4, known as Deir Za'faran, which
has survived all the storms which have swept over Christianity in
Mesopotamia. In this way literary monuments were preserved which
have not survived elsewhere .

It was in this same monastery that this codex which had suffered
at the beginning and at the end was repaired. The text at the beginning
of the manuscript was restored and the codex was supplemented
at the end. Of course the fact that the Testamenium Domini Nostri
was restored at the beginning can tell us nothing about the place where
this was done since this could have been done anywhere since the
document was well known. However, there is another fact and this
is telling. The supplemented part added to the original codex contains
a document ¢ which is of very great rarity and this has survived
only in the collection of manuscripts of the Monastery of Mar
Hanédnya 4.

40 See my note in Syrische Ranonessammlungen 1, B, p. 562

41 About this monastery, see VOOBUS, Syrische Kanonessammlungen I, B, p. 375 ff.

42 Of Voosus, Syriac Manuscripts from the Treasury of the Monastery of Mar
Hananya.

43 This document has preserved the canons of the synod held in the Monastery
of Mar Hananya under Johannin of Mardé.

44 Ms. Mardin Orth. 176, fol. 143a-151b.
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From Deir Za‘faran the codex was brought to join the collection of
manuscripts in the patriarchate of the Syrian Orthodox Church in

Damascus.

b. The lacunae.

The manuscript has shared the fate of Christianity in the lands
of the Euphrates and the Tigns. It does not only bear bruises and
signs of suffering, but also wounds, deep wounds. o

The beginning of the manuscript has not survived. This is a loss
which covers the first Audrrds@ in its entirety. Fortunately this loss
is not so catastrophic since the text which has suffered here 1s a text
known to us, namely, the beginning of the Testamentum Domani
Nostri. The lost part of this source was restored by a quite neat hand.
Obviously it attempted to imitate the shape of the sertd used in the
original text. It used for the restored part a soft Oriental paper.

However, misfortune has not spared even the restored part of the
text. Also its beginning is lost. In the present form the manuscript
begins in the middle of a sentence. Thus, of the restored first kiirrdsa
only seven folio leaves have survived.

The text of the original manuscript does not show itself before
the concluding part of the ordinances for the consecration of the
bishop 4. Only the end of the first book of the work under the name
of Clemens emerges with the original codex.

The beginning is not the only loss which the manuscript has suffered.
The only consolation is that the wounds in the body of the codex
occur but sporadically; in total they do not exceed the extent of the
loss at the beginning.

Kiurrasa 3 has lost the first and the last folio leaf, With the first
folio 48 a part of the canons of the Testamentum Domsns Nostri has
perished. This gap begins with the last words of can. 25 47 and extends
to the end.of can. 41 48, Also this loss is not so deplorable since the
document is known to us from other sources. The lost text has been

4 The text begins with the words rZus wn.q
The hand which restored the lost text hag needlessl

which already appear in the original text.
4 Fol. 18ab.

47 After iy ko S am ay Ay
48 The original text is resumed with ~hav.a_va .

~ozo yiva ihms ooh.

y written also the three first words
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imitate the external pattelrn. of ‘ar " and in some N has tried to
. - rangement by placing the numbers
of the canons in the margin.

The last folio has taken with it a part of the Canons of the Apostles.
This los.s comes after can. 40 . This is a gap which extends to the
conclud‘lng W?rds of can. 64 % where the original text continues,
Also thlS' loss is not serious, since the source is available to us in other
manuseripts.

Moreover, as a substitute we are here offered a restored text 52,
although this is not of the same cast. The original must have been
different in extent. The restored folio is written in smaller seript
with smaller intervals 52, In the first half of the folio the scribe used
an extremely small script and compressed the text exceedingly 54.
All this material is far beyond what the space in the original manu-
script could accomodate. In fact, the restored text contains something
foreign to the original which did not have space for it. This foreign
body must be seen in the long insertion in can. 46 which could not
have been in the original text. This accretion has upset also the
numeration of the canons. The scribe noticed this that this goes the
wrong way. Desperate attempts by dividing the last canon into two
could not bring the numeration into line with the part which remains
from the original text.

In kurrdsd 5 a hiatus of 2 folio leaves occurs in the middle of it 5.
This cuts into the acts of the Synod of Gangra so that the end of
the introduction is missing 5 and all the canons. When the original
text 57 emerges again ¢, all we are allowed is the conclusion to the
acts of the synod, including the statement that the twenty canons of

the synod come to their end here. This time no attempt has been made
to restore the lost text.

42 Fol. 18ab.

80 This canon is intact.

51 The words preserved are , 0. hard _ oooua.

52 Fol. 27ab.

53 Fol, 27b has 29 lines !

54 This half of the folio alone contains 20 lines!

85 After fol. 4.

58 The last words are .\AV,:m atl .\ni_‘mm.!:\.

57 With the words: pla > ~hhis ~ahis adaoa
58 Fol. 42a.
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Karrasd 9 has lost two folio leaves. An accident has struck the
letter of Patriarch Severus to John of Rome on the myron. The pre-
seript announces that that which 1s to follow is the letter of Severus
but what is left over from the letter is not more than two and a half
lines 59. When the original text emerges again, we realize that the
missing folios have taken along with them other possible texts or
excerpts and the beginning of a cycle of canons which are other-
wise not known. What has survived from this eycle is canon 4, but
without some introductory words, and the rest of the cycle. This
is the first deplorable loss. Tt is particularly regrettable that no
attempts have been made to restore the lost text.

Karrdsd 12 has lost one folio leaf o This loss has stricken the
series of the §@’alé by Addai and the resolutions by Ja‘qdob of Edessa.
The resolution of Ja‘qdb on the question regarding divination, magic
knots and amulets has fallen out as well as the section after it. When
the original becomes available again, it presents Addai’s question
on another subject 6.

Karrasa 15 has lost its middle part, three folio leaves 3. The
lacuna takes place in the acts of the synod held under Patriarch
Ignatios. It has struck the end of the synodical letter 4, the first
two canons and the beginning of can. 3. This loss is very deplorable.
Nothing has been restored. Something has fallen into oblivion which
we cannot recover inasmuch as this is a unique record.

With kiirrdsa 21 the original manuseript comes oits end. It preserves
only 7 folio leaves. What we can see here in this last text is the highly
interesting document which deals with the rights and privileges of
the Monastery of Mar Mattai under Kristophorss, and an agreement

with the metropolitan of Tagrit. It ends abruptly ¢5. And all what
may have followed has gone.

c. Other deficiencies.

There are some other comments which must be added.

5% Fol. 79b.
60 Fol. 80a.
& Fol. 5.

82 Fol. 108a.
€ Fol. 3-5.
&4 Fol. 133b.
€ Fol. 199b,
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- In kiarrasd 3 a folio leaf ® has heen cut so that the lower half
is lost 7. This incision occurs immediately at the end of tfl r \
of ‘the Testamentum Domins Nostri, so that therezis no dain:inotz
this document. It is completed and furnished with a series of comi?ned
dots. A later hand, apparently the same which restored the missin
canons, has added the concluding comment to the text ¢, This he;if ogf
a folio, glued together with the remaining half of the origzinz;l Is left
blank. However, on the reverse side, the cut has damag;d a ;)c;rtion
of the rirAot, namely, the greater part of the rirAos 3 ¢ and rirhos 4
The lost text has been restored. The hand is the same one WhiC};
restored the text of the canons of the Testamentum Domini Nostri.

For some unknown reason four lines on the first folio 7 have been
pasted over by a slip of paper. However, the text can be deciphered,
although some words remain blurred and therefore uncertain.

There is some damage also by water. Fortunately this has not caused
serious harm to this precious document. There are some spots where
some words have been diluted and become illegible, but these occur
only on occasion 72. In most of the places where the marks of the
water appear, they have not damaged the text.

4. COMMENTS ON THE EDITION

The Synodicon, as has already been stated, does mark the compo-
nent parts in its structure very carefully, however, in 1ts own way.
This is not by numbering the sections. For the sake of convenience
marking the sections by numbers has been introduced. They are
Roman numbers placed into brackets.

In the edition of the text it was occasionally necessary to restore
the text using other manuscripts. This has been done very seldom.
In such cases these words have been put between broken brackets.

In places where the text shows lacunae square brackets have been

86 TFol. 3.

67 Fol. 20.

@ Lok ol

69 All after the words o Q—>-A-%3 uDi=m R ~ioiae.
70 This réros is lost completely.

71 Fol. 1b.

73 Fol. 8b; 9a; 9b; 10b.
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used. They have also ased in such cases where the text has suffered,
but there is a certain degree of probability that a reading appears
to be what the original read.

Round brackets have not been used in the volume with the text,
only in the volume with translation. There the round brackets mark
words which do not appear in the original text, but have been added
in order to give more clarity to the translation or to smooth it a little.

The original also contains slips and errors. In such cases they have
been rectified in the edition, but the reading of the manuscript has

been placed into footnotes marked by Ms.
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